DISHA e
The Quarterly Newsletter of Guruji Education Foundation “%L‘%{/)@T
ation

Happy Guru Pournima to all our Gurus

2020 — VOLUME 3 || ISSUE 2
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

W PracE24 3

=0E0i071117.00

Interview of Ms. Dilshad Pathan, first
girl to choose Science in 11" and 12
and become the first Engineer of her
village. She believes in Paulo
Coelho’'s famous quote “When you
desire for something with all your
heart, the whole universe conspires in
helping you to achieve it”.

W PAGE 3

My mother — through the memory lane
by Mr. Sanjay Prahlad Pathak

One of the finnest works of Ms. Prachi Ole
W PrAGE4& 5

Winning Essay by Prachi Ulhas Tari Talent & Achievement Corner

on the importance of health — Essay
competition 2020 sponsored by Mr.
Sanjay Pralhad Pathak in the name of
his mother Smt. Sushila Pralhad
Pathak.

W@ EDITORIAL DESK

After seven successful releases and
an overwhelming response, we are
glad to release the eighth issue of
‘DISHA”, the quarterly newsletter of
our Guruji Education Foundation. Chhaya Rohane
We hope you enjoy reading the
newsletter. We  welcome  your
comments and suggestions. Please let
us know if you would like to contribute
to DISHA in any way.

We thank Mr. Sanjay Pralhad Pathak
for his contribution towards DISHA and
Mr. Abhay Joshi for the editorial help.
Editors: Kajal Sonawane

Amruta Raut

Contact us at gef3013@gmail.com

Website: qurujifoundation.in

MISSION : EDUCATION FOR ALL


mailto:gef3013@gmail.com
http://gurujifoundation.in/

DISHA

The Quarterly Newsletter of Guruji Education Foundation

.Interaction with Ms. Dilshad Pathan

1. Dilshad, please tell us how GEF
happened to you?

| belong to a small village named
Ghanegaon in Solapur district, where
pursuing higher education in science,
forget about engineering, was
considered very unusal for girls. When
| was in tenth, Pradeep sir conducted
an interactive session at our school. |
told him that | wish to be an Engineer.
He was quite impressed with me for
having such a unique goal for a village
girl. I was very good in my studies and
was highly ambitious. Pradeep sir
assured me full support to pursue my
dreams and got introduced to GEF.

2. Can you please share your
biggest personal, and professional
achievements?

To get into science stream was a huge
deal for a village girl like me. Over and
above, | became the first woman
engineer of my village. That is indeed
my biggest personal achievement. |
have been working at Infosys for the
last six years. Being a successful
Infoscion is my biggest professional
achievement.

3. We would love to know about
your journey right from the start,
obstacles you faced, and how you
have overcame them?

| had the habit of reading newspapers
everyday. It was almost like an
addiction. I used to see
advertisements where they used to
show smart people working on
computers. | wanted to be like them.
Most of my schoolmates used to think
of becoming teachers, in which | was
interested. Medicine didn’t excite me
much either. Enginering appeared
good and | did a little research about it.
And | felt an adrenaline rush, | knew |
wanted to learn Computer
Engineering. After my schooling, | had
to move out to a bigger place. | chose
Sangli, 150 KMs away from my family
to pursue my Engineering dream. This
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journey became an easy one due to
complete support of my family and
Pradeep sir's guidance. However my
chosen path was not acceptable to our
society at large and it was extremely
difficult to keep myself mentally strong
amidst the environment. There was a
lot of pressure and negativity around
me. | kept my positive attitude and
worked hard to prove
myself. | was very
confident that | would excel
in my dream path. A part of
the battle was won when |
got admission to
Engineering.

| was confident, rather
overconfident, considering
my superlative academic
performance since my
childhood. However, during my first
semster, | had the first shock of my life.
| flunked all the five papers of the first
semester. This failure struck me really
hard. | cried and was deeply
demotivated. My my family and friends
supported me, and helped me come
out of it. | had left my village to prove
myself and | couldn’t stop here. |
accepted the failure and moved on.
Now, | had a total of ten courses to
study for the second semester, so, |
planned out my schedule and worked
accordingly. It helped me to clear eight
papers and to carry forward two. After
that, | resolved not to underestimate
anything and completed my
engineering in computer science with
first class in 2012. The second part of
my struggle was over.

But | realized that that was the start of
the main struggle. | did get my
engineering degree but had no job for
a year. Finally, | could join a small firm
with the salary of INR 2000/- per
month. The worse part, besides the
low salary, was that | wasn'’t learning
anything new. | wasn’t growing at all.
That time the financial issues of my
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family had forced me to put earning as
the topmost priority. | worked there for
6 months and then did a course in
software development at Mumbai. And
then | had a job in Kandivali as a tester
for the salary of Rs 11,000/-. | did
manual testing and got small
opportunities to help the development
team but my main job was as a tester.
| felt bad but |
didn’t want to
stop  myself
from growing
so | did a
course of
automation

5 testing. I
worked for 6
days a week
and attended
the class on Sundays. | followed this
schedule for straight 6 months without
a single leave, which was extremely
exhausting. | built my profile in
automation testing and applied at
Infosys. | successfully went through a
written test, an interview, and finally
reached my dream destination. |
worked at Cuffe Parade for 1.5 years
and then moved to Pune office in April
2015. Since then, | am a proud
Infoscion working as a Test Analyst in
the automation testing.

4. How do you feel to be a part of
GEF and how do you think your life
would have been without GEF?

| have always been overwhelmed and
glad to be a part of GEF. It does play a
major part in my life, currently as well. |
have been guided mentally, financially,
and always shown the correct path by
my mentor, Pradeep sir. | have built a
lifelong bond with GEF with every
passing year. | cannot imagine a life
without GEF, | wouldn’t have reached
so far.

5. Who is your inspiration?

My own dreams and expectations to
reach the top have been my primary
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inspiration. My family has always
been, like a strong pillar, supporting,
encouraging, and inspiring me to aim
high in my life. There are a lot of
leaders who inspire me. Dr. AP.J
Abdul Kalam is one such leader whom
| look up to.

6. Did you lose hope at any point in
life because of financial or personal
issues? How did you revitalize your
hope?

| have seen both ups and downs in my
life, | did lose hope at certain points.
The decision to opt for Science came
with a lot of questions about my
capabilities and calibre. It was difficult
to keep myself motivated with so much
a negative energy around me. When |
flunked all 5 subjects of semester 1
because of my overconfidence and
when | spent years wandering in
search of jobs with an engineering
degree in hand, | went through serious
turmoil. But all throughout GEF has
supported me financially and mentally,
and | have felt secure. | have been
fortunate to have my family and friends

by my side throughout this journey to
keep me emotionally stable. |
remember making a new friend during
the initial days of Engineering. We
used to get along quite well and used
to spend almost the entire day
together. She also had flunked all the
subjects in semester 1. We both were
equally disappointed. | pushed her to
prepare for the next semester and also
encouraged her to study with me. She
did not come out of that phase of
failure and flunked all subjects in the
semester 2 as well. Unfortunately, she
lost that year and later left engineering.
| realized that for me all other things
had been taken care of and that it was
my responsibility to work harder, get
up, and rise. My family, friends and
GEF have encouraged me to come
this far in my life and there is no
looking back.

7. What are your hobbies, and do
you find time to enhance them?

I love gardening, cleaning my house,
listening to songs, and collecting
newspaper cut-outs.

J My mother — through the memory lane

My mother was born in a family of engineers and completed her education in Phaltan near Satara. She
developed hobbies of painting, cloth stitching, craftwork etc. simultaneously. She was married to Shri
Pralhad Shankar Pathak, who worked with the then Government of Bombay Province in 1953. They spent
their initial years in Palanpur and Surat where she learnt Gujarati. After the bifurcation of states, my father

opted to live in Maharashtra and was posted in Mumbai.

My father was transferred to Parbhani in 1961, a small backward town - without even electricity.
Marathwada was a part of Hyderabad (Nizam) State earlier and was annexed to Maharashtra in 1960. My
mother noticed tremendous differences in the socio-cultural patterns, particularly for women. Education
levels, mixing in the society, even watching movies with male friends or companions was quite inferior and

restrictive for girls than how it was in western Maharashtra.

My mother started teaching tailoring and hobby classes with the aim to bring social awareness and to
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8. What are your future plans?

To get married (on a lighter note). |
wish to be a part of the top
management of Infosys, | am working
towards it.

9. Any advice or message to our
students?

| would like to share an incident. It was
my farewell after graduation. |
remember taking signatures on a t-
shirt from my teachers as well as
friends. Just recently, while cleaning
up my house, | saw that t-shirt. It has
my professor's signature saying
“Infosys and All the best”. | realized
that Infosys was my dream company
and how strongly | had wanted it since
my Engineering days. My advice to all
students is to put in all your efforts
towards your goals with all your heart,
you will definitely reach them. |
strongly believe in Paulo Coelho’s
famous quote “When you desire for
something with all your heart, the
whole universe conspires in helping
you to achieve it”.

teach housewives that “Money saved is also money earned.” Initially the response was not good, mostly  smt.Sushila Pralhad Pathak

due to the influence of the Parda system. But she had the advantage of our huge staff quarters near the

{1930- 2000)

railway station and people soon realized that an officer’s wife was mixing with women of all religions and income groups.

Later my father was transferred to Nanded (1962) and Latur (1965). There she learnt basics of a popular regional language -
Telugu. | remember she even joined nursing classes, and encouraged other women to join, during the China war in 1962. The
summer classes for girls in Latur were most successful, and | remember the classes were held in open lawns. | used to assist her
in her summer activities and slowly developed a liking for art and architecture.
After 1969, my father was transferred to Nagpur and then Amravati, where she continued the same classes. Even today in
Nagpur, among older people, | am recognized more as the son of Pathak Madam who ran the “Bharatkam Shivan kam Classes”.

I am proud to have a mother who quietly brought social awareness among women in backward areas of Marathwada in the

sixties.
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- Sanjay Pralhad Pathak
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