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*  FOUNDER'S MESSAGE

School education lays the foundation for
the future of our children, and in turn, for
the future of our society and nation. We
believe that our current schooling system is
not always able to fulfil this responsibility
with the quality and depth that is truly
needed. There may be many reasons for
this, but the aim here is not to analyse the
problems. Instead, it is to share our efforts
toward building meaningful solutions.

At Guruji Education Foundation, we have
developed an “Adolescent Development
Model” which supports holistic
development of school students across five
important dimensions - physical literacy,
psychological strength, intellectual
sharpness, entrepreneurial mindset, and life
skills. It has reached 77 schools/institutions
from Maharashtra and beyond, and touched
12000+ students, a majority of them, rural.
We believe that true education must
nurture not only academic competence, but
also confidence, creativity, resilience,
teamwork, empathy, and the ability to face
real-life challenges.

As part of this model, we conduct several initiatives in schools. One of our
important programs focuses on developing thinking and teamwork skills through
Scratch programming. Every year, we organise two Scratch Festivals, which
culminate in Scratch Day celebrations. OngScratch Days, thought leaders such as Dr.
Anil Kakodkar, Dr. Anand Nadkarni, Mr. Achyut Godbole, Prof. Deepak



Phatak, and Prof. Anil Sahasrabuddhe interact with and inspire students, During the
recent festival, we also conducted essay competitions, and you will find some of the
outstanding student essays featured in this issue of Disha.

In addition, we conduct remedial classes in Mathematics, spoken English classes,
and activities aimed at developing psychological strength among students. We
strongly believe that emotional wellbeing and communication skills are as important
as academic achievement in preparing students for the future.

Our efforts are further strengthened through initiatives such as developing school
libraries to inculcate reading habits, providing sports equipment to promote physical
fitness and cognitive development, and recognising inspiring educators through the
Dr. Prerana Rane Best Teacher Award. Teachers play a transformative role in
shaping young minds, and it is important that society acknowledges and celebrates
their contribution.

I am also happy to note that the Disha team has expanded the school activities by
conducting drawing competitions for students and inviting teachers to share their
thoughts, experiences, and innovative educational practices through writing. Such
platforms encourage creativity, reflection, and collaboration within the educational
community.

We firmly believe that transforming education requires the collective efforts of
students, teachers, parents, schools, and society at large. Through small but
meaningful initiatives, we hope to contribute toward creating a generation of

confident, compassionate, skilled, and responsible young citizens.

I personally enjoy a lot spending time with the young students and sincerely hope
very bright future for all of them.

[ thank all our students, teachers, volunteers, supporters, and well-wishers for being

a part of this journey.
Dr. Prodeep Wosghnl

CO-FOUNDER & CHAIRMAN



Disha issues in the past have
inadvertently tended to focus more on
college students, higher education,
placement, and careers. For this issue
of Disha, we therefore made a
conscious decision to focus on our
schools  students and school
education, and set right this imbalance
to a certain extent.

The trigger was the Winter Scratch
Festival. With such stupendous
efforts being put in by our school
children for their projects, essays,
quizzes etc., we thought of using
Disha to share some of this fabulous
work. The prize winning essays from
the Winter Scratch Festival, thus
became the seed around which we
conceptualized this issue. This seed
was then supplemented with the
results of a drawing competition that
we ran for the very first time. Add to
it - some insightful articles from our
school teachers and mentors.

With the wealth of content at our
disposal, we have split the “School
Special” across two issues. While this
issue covers the essays and drawings
from the Junior classes (5™ to 7"), the
next issue in August will include
entries from the Seniors (8" to 10™).

The “flowery” design theme is our
designer’s interpretation of the oft-
used “children are like flowers” - with
both requiring nurturing, patience,
and the right environment to thrive.






WINTER SGRATGH
FESTIVAL ESSAY WRITING
COMPETITION - A PREFAGE

The Winter Scratch Festival which
concluded in February 2026, was
themed on the concept of “Vidhayak
Diwali” (Constructive Diwali)
propounded by Shri Dilip Kulkarni.
This very inspiring concept aims at
encouraging a shift from celebration
driven by consumption to celebration
driven by responsibility, awareness, and
contribution.

Every event of the Scratch Festival was
designed to drive the core idea -
“Diwali is not just a festival of lights
outside, but a process of bringing
responsibility, and balance
within”, and encouraged students to
reflect on: “How can our celebration
contribute to ourselves, society, and
nature?”

clarity,

The topics for the Essay Competition
too were carefully chosen to reflect the
same thought and spirit:

o “&ffOreh STHTUTT Ereehleil
faemTeRs” — Moving from instant
happiness to long-term growth

o “HeT HIUIT ST gIA 3Mg” —
Imagining a responsible and
sustainable world

o “HTafl SEeRER e —
Sustainable Diwali / Festival of
Light and Responsibility: Aligning
celebration with environmental
awareness

o “HIZ! G ATEH SEEER’” — My
Village, My Responsibility:
Developing a sense of belonging
and contribution

With a total of 81 entries across 25
pleasantly
overwhelmed by the quality of thought
and effort put in by our students. We
proudly present here the winning
entries from the Juniors category.
Winning entries from the Seniors
category will be featured in the next
issue.

schools, we were

SAURABH RAUT
SCRATCH PROGRAM COORDINATOR , GEF
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JUNIORS - 181

SAMRUDDHI SACHIN KAPASE, 7™ STANDARD
TULSHDAS JADHAV PRASHALA, VAIRAG, DIST. SOLAPUR

The original in Marathi
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English Translation
MY DAILY EFFORTS AND LONG-TERM GOAL

We do not need a map just to reach
the destination
Nor do we need a road just to move
forward.
In life, while living each day,
We must always have a goal in mind.

Life is a long journey. Every day,
small efforts help us reach bigger
goals. Dalily efforts act like the engine
of our goals. Without them, goals
remain just dreams. According to
science, habits are formed over time
through repetition. Therefore, daily
practice becomes the foundation for
achieving long-term goals.

Just as a tree does not grow
overnight, success also requires
consistent effort. If a student studies
regularly, they can succeed in any
examination. A long-term goal is a
big dream that we aim to achieve
over time.
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Daily efforts give direction to our
long-term goals. We must stay
focused on our goals and work
towards them step by step. We
should develop good habits and
remain consistent. This increases our
confidence and improves our life.

My life is not only for myself. Why
am I living? This is an important
question. Life is not just about
personal happiness, but also about
contributing to society. Helping
others and inspiring people gives real
meaning to life.

A person’s dream should not be
limited to themselves. It should also
be for the betterment of society. By
improving ourselves, we can bring
positive change in society. Long-term
goals give direction to life. Without
goals, life becomes aimless.

Each student has a dream. Just as a
scientist has a big dream, I also have
a dream—to become an IPS officer.
An IPS officer works to establish
justice in society, control crime, and
ensure people’s safety.
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Habits are the foundation of life.
Good habits help in physical, mental,
and social development. I wake up
early every day, exercise, and focus
on my studies. I listen to my elders
and practice discipline, which keeps
my mind calm and strong.
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To achieve our goals, we must work
hard consistently. Dreams do not come
true just by wishing—they require
effort and determination. With
continuous effort, we can achieve
Success does not come
comes through

success.
immediately—it
perseverance. We must keep moving
forward and continue working towards
our goals every day. In this way, an
ordinary person can achieve great
things.

Every individual has different dreams,
but they should guide life in the right
direction. My dream is not just to earn
money or gain comfort, but to serve
society and bring change.

With continuous effort, I will definitely
achieve my dream.

“A person without a dream is like a
directionless traveler;
But a determined dream creates
history.”
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JUNIORS - 2ND

KHUSHI M. KARANGUTKAR, 7" STANDARD
SHIVDAV MADHYAMIK VIDYALAYA, SHIVDAYV, DIST. SINDHUDURG

The original in Marathi
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English Translation

MY IDENTITY AND MY PERSPECTIVE

“Man is not shaped by birth, but by
thoughts”.

This statement explains the essence of
human life. Often, our identity is
limited to our name, caste, religion, or
social status. But this is only a
superficial identity. A person’s true
identity lies in their thoughts, values,
and perspective towards society. Our
perspective shapes our identity.

[ consider myself a responsible citizen.
In today’s busy world, this is very
important. A responsible citizen is not
just someone who demands rights but
also understands duties. Respecting the
Constitution, following laws,
participating in voting, protecting
public property, and being aware of
issues are all signs of a
responsible citizen. Social change
begins with individuals, so this
awareness is always necessary.

social

12



When making decisions, I try to make
independent decisions rather than
being influenced by others. This
strengthens my personality. However,
it is also important to consider others’
opinions. Decisions based on values
such as truth, honesty, justice,
equality, and social responsibility give
inner satisfaction. Great people in
history always made value-based
decisions, and that is why they
became a source of inspiration for
society.

When I think about others, I try to
maintain a broad perspective. Every
individual is different, and
understanding their background and
emotions is important. Instead of
judging people based on religion,
caste, or economic condition, we
should see them as human beings.
This is true humanity. A positive
perspective strengthens social
harmony and national unity.

Our perspective shapes our future. A
positive, value-based, and responsible
outlook helps in making the right
decisions and achieving success. That
is why it is said that our identity is
formed not by birth but by our
perspective.

13



A negative perspective limits a
person, whereas a positive and value-
based perspective helps in growth.
The decisions we take today shape
our future. Therefore, right thinking,
responsible  action, and  social
awareness are extremely important.

In conclusion, I would say that my
identity is not formed by birth, but by
my perspective. If we develop the
right perspective, a person not only
achieves success but also becomes a
responsible citizen useful to society.

“My identity is not defined by caste
Or name,

It is shaped by my thoughts.
Not selfishness, but humanity is my
foundation—

My perspective shapes my world.”



JUNIORS - JOINT 3RD

P. SAMIVARSHINI, 7" STANDARD
SRI SRI GNAN MANDIR MATRICULATION, VADAKKUR (THANJAVUR), TAMIL NADU)

The original in Tamil
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English Translation
SUSTAINABLE DIWALI

Diwali is known as the “Festival of Lights.” It is a
very important festival celebrated by people. On
this day, people light lamps, burst firecrackers,
and celebrate with happiness. But because of
these celebrations, environmental problems like
air and noise pollution are increasing. Therefore,
it is important for us to celebrate Diwali in an
eco-friendly way.

We should avoid bursting firecrackers because
they cause pollution and harm both people and
nature. Instead of using too many electric lights,
we can use traditional oil lamps. We can
decorate our homes using natural and reusable
materials. Celebrating in a simple way with
family and friends will make the festival more
meaningful and safe.

By celebrating an eco-friendly Diwali, we can
reduce pollution and protect our environment. It
also helps us create awareness among others and
encourages everyone to follow better practices.
In this way, we can enjoy the festival while also
taking care of nature.

Eco-friendly Diwali means celebrating the festival
without harming the environment. If we follow
these simple steps, we can ensure a safe and
happy future for everyone.

Let us all celebrate a green and safe Diwali.
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JUNIORS - JOINT 3RD

DEEKSHITHA, 5™ STANDARD
SHRI SUBRAMANYESHWAR STUDY CENTER, CHINTAMANI, KARNATAKA

The original in Kannada

Name of the Student: Deekshitha

Class: 5™ Standord

Canter- Sri y Akshora-Achara
center, Beechaganohalll cross

Btmead - dogabdod wmewe bod Be'sh

DIEREY In, @ R A B, dves S Buad
¥ shted BV, Lna, shted N30, e0era 0
shited ema_sSrie dmobaidy, Xedh3s #3sur
Btamaidob shed: B dob, shdabd) smade,
e, sebRdohe vmed dogsh @ha, Hodatdn Sesesdn
AstpreaRrds. sRsbRnd, Brayh Yy, Bex wil e, Ak
Sotrivh, otk el everything Bem Aewria, Bl mdE,

esgid rgoam Hogabd Hual e Janrl addy SErn bod DtEes?
mogyred, S0 Fos) edbavd HADnYR, Boddevien as  Sm AR
o Bl el onte BEFDon Fied ATI Sogsbad ahabt s,
b, shdoh S0 shaob e, BGrt S0 aeds s e e,
BIgHo Mebdidn, chins Az o g0 S Ahch esslal suwd,
wBE, ead dop Aogecerweh Hih B etdid. dgmal odds, ex dn
Aomeedhd, 8383, Jodd SPwonnl, HRoEs, &FS Lot T,
eEdeh o,d, iRy, o PR Sebe o Shal A eveno Aetaia,
hedbad.

B LODH WO etRE0E e da, el ensn wedd vy,
ormEvab Homprad, JEtidaeh ARt StReny Bendos
eg3h e AR e WY wEl e 0, ead 2.3 nopidaerbd o8 esda,
e At Aebadteaciua. Fe B essich meah-nchda dokdd sletcell
Fdxiredhd. e @S J, shd A, o ded, gdob,

2U AR HF0RE Bua) cdrbredde dets), omech ogae
Atsmpon sdemenuie

G0l esheianva, Mebddoen, Hab, rodrivh 290 draine
Ad@merbds]. ead cdraeros “BimeaY o0 diedne B, ot
atEnY @n,” oo BiebAE 0, Branvh fide shdnv,

AN EEEL e, P, AL mha mrds o, Redoeds

Hoved. BERS? Iabi Bex shrha,on, AE,dckeomn Mmoo
nEhEs soctEsia, Moad

Aslesnd cta, e d, exech, Beil s, Qow el
Hadoiat, fondd, deerbried shay Htlch dvidd uoheidorh &
Fa, debr dddadd. edd crwsd Aorl odosd, s B O &Ra
O @, s DAY, diruFenvown 13906, amndts. Dtanvi,
=, A Pl woth eero oo o feeh evahitedziins eodsh
rasny meodtad Bewd. el Dod & Ry nYal, Sdea Sesrdaen
s, thdohd 2taand, evenidavzi.

moba Ddrgd) Dizmad Hogahd, ey Abaa Himarndod P
SR, B, 30 meaaRdRnen shEe, 5,0,0M mha), Ao
Ahl, mohaiaon Stah deond ok i, Ted-sy i
sohitdoerblss, et mohieod: epse 1de Betrhds. Sisur
Sesd CidosrYod Seoets shEsh o, dtdoerbdmad,
sond¥orriims shiX) e Lo, MEiw sYmiadoends

AEdodne Sietd ol cont, Tesh ik Stdrvah, Joinbba
FearrSnve). Meadoeth wew Teabr et hbaindmed. esd
eshuaeaTac] toey, BE shay Fairh o Sindny dotobd,

rd s Lodom Dany e, Kogahwe,h 9 a9, esrEanv:
FomoAChHEmh JREe, ot dEaen.

e hod 75, @ddaln R, MiEReY Bu s, e Ben egrod,
esFbA e, Sah, ewhd oRnYa, A48, dRoaiad ueod, SomTE,
Hah, Fadde D Bendni sha), BITAYE, B 00 dueod, Zoys
odets sbdy Albabh, Mowdes sheos Diseaifab,
eseybahch e a3 mh. Sied iy wdd oo Btainyd, harsh sha, Srbrish
Aah, @ eadic) evmomdaarite.

wd woth B @ied 202 Hoxdash, Fardstedhses,od, o
BBt Hae shaleteabod sod def, srddab B

Feobr malrivay, Sandevh st dia, dah, sbane Axdsog hariedmy,
Soahth, iy ¢d,8 Ancath Z0RTEe, tvlsh S Tamechie,
2@, REDOE Snoha AP e 1T e, edeti e
TOXT sz, enash SV, @I

e0dmhaeh Bvidond, HiEEY a0n0 FS Lo Bu ey, e
LB LR, BAURT ViR dadn LenE dveale, B R SRl
Btaeaidolh egF GagirFaerba s, doglahs dedn maeim bobde,
esvsifaldeomen sed DS duaed “dived g, Serbdo

English Translation

A FESTIVAL OF LIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY

Diwali is my favourite festival. It is called the festival of lights. Diwali teaches us
that light wins over darkness, truth wins over lies, and good wins over evil.
Every year, we celebrate Diwali for three days. Our homes and our village look
very happy during this time. We light lamps, wear new clothes, eat sweets, and

visit our relatives and friends. All these things make Diwali very joyful.

But two years ago, some sad incidents happened during Diwali. On that day, we
were bursting crackers happily. A boy from our neighboring house was
watching a flower pot very closely when it was being lit. Suddenly, the flower
pot burst and hit his face. His face was badly burnt. He was taken to the

hospital immediately. Later, we came to know that he lost the sight in one of
his eyes forever. This incident made everyone very sad.
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This was not the only problem. My grandmother was suffering from asthma.
During Diwali, there was a lot of smoke from crackers. Because of this smoke,
she found it very hard to breathe. Her condition became serious, and she was
admitted to the hospital. For many days, she struggled for her life. This made
me think deeply-should a festival make people suffer?

Our teachers always tell us that Diwali is not a festival of crackers. It is a festival
of lamps. Lamps not only light our houses, they also light our minds. Diwali
teaches us to remove darkness from our hearts and become good human
beings. It teaches us to live peacefully with nature.

Diwali also tells us to remove bad qualities like anger, hatred, jealousy, and
selfishness from our minds. We should live with love, kindness, and equality.
Lighting lamps is not just a custom. It is a symbol of good values. We should
follow these good values every day, not only on Diwali.

Nowadays, bursting crackers causes a lot of air pollution. The smoke is harmful
to children, old people, and sick people. Animals and birds get scared and hurt.
Every year, many children get injured, lose their eyesight, or even lose their
lives because of crackers.

Another sad truth is that many children work in firecracker factories. They do
not get proper education or a happy childhood. Their lives are full of danger.
All this happens just for a few days of celebration.

So, I feel that we should celebrate Diwali in a better way. We should clean our
streets and surroundings. We should light oil lamps and eco-friendly lamps
instead of crackers. We should share sweets and happiness with others. Lamps,
plants, and smiles should be the real beauty of Diwali.

Instead of bursting crackers for one day, we should help others and take care
of nature. We should plant trees around our homes and water them regularly
This will make our environment clean and healthy.

In conclusion, Diwali is not just a festival. It is a way of life. When we light
lamps outside and also light goodness inside our hearts, Diwali becomes a true
festival of light.
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GEF IS NOW GUIDESTAR INDIA
BRONZE CERTIFIED

Guidestar India is an organization that
serves as a platform that connects non-
profit organisations (NPOs) with donors
and others interested in collaborating with
NPOs. Guidestar follows a rigorous
assessment model based on which it
certifies NPOs at 5 levels - Bronze,
Bronze+, Silver, Gold, and Platinum.

by - ; ,?j%
4 GuideStarindia *

BRONZE

After due consideration to various factors, GEF had applied for the Foundation
Level - Bronze Certification. We are pleased to share that after a thorough
evaluation of our compliances and processes, GEF has been accorded the
Foundation Level -Bronze Certification.

GEF SELECTED FOR SUPPORT BY
SOCIAL  VENTURE  PARTNERS,
INDIA

At the end of a detailed evaluation and due diligence exercise over the last 6+
months, Social Venture Partners (SVP), India has selected GEF as one of the 8
NGOs that will be supported by them over the next 3 years (2026 — 2029).

SVP India is an organization that provides mentoring and financial support to
select NGOs to help them to access the best opportunities, and scale sustainably. It
comprises ‘partners’ who are interested in getting involved with philanthropy
hands-on, rather than only in a cheque writing capacity. More about SVP India at
https://www.svpindia.org.

Over the course of the next 3 years, we plan to
closely work with SVP on the broad goals of Scaling INDI A

the organization, Process Improvement, Digitisation,
and Manpower Reinforcement among others.
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https://www.svpindia.org/

While Dr. Lalita Deshpande will be leading the efforts from our end, SVP has
identified the following highly experienced professionals as the Lead
Partners, who will be closely working with us on behalf of SVP:

e Kuldip Kaura - Senior Director at Everstone Capital Advisors, Ex-CEO &
MD ABB, Vedanta Resources PLC, and ACC Ltd. Over 50 years
experience

e Anand Sen - Managing Director, Tata International, President (Tata
Quality Management & Tata Steel). Over 40 years at Tata Steel

e Pranav Parekh - Early retirement after a 15 year career in the financial
services sector (Edelweiss, JP Morgan, Jefferies) to work in the social
sector

GEF WORK PRESENTED AT THE
MASTEK FOUNDATION CHARITY
PARTNER MEETUP

GEF recently had the opportunity to showcase the work done under the
Mastek Foundation sponsored project for supporting the education of 12
students of our Holistic Higher Education (HHE) program. This was as a
part of a 1-day meet-up of Mastek Foundation-sponsored NGOs, with the
aim of celebrating the shared journeys, strengthening partnerships, and
deepening collaboration.

GEF was represented at the event by Managing Committee member Mr.
Thyagarajan Palani (Thyagu), HHE alumnus Ms. Ankita Raut, and our Co-
founder and Chairman, Dr. Pradeep Waychal. The presentation made by
Thyagu, and Ankita’s narration of her own journey as an HHE student and
alumnus, was highly appreciated. Many of the NGOs present expressed
interest in inviting Ankita to speak to their own beneficiaries as a role-model
to motivate them.
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We are grateful to Mastek Foundation for their support, which was enabled
this year as a result of sustained efforts of Mr. Sarang Sulakhe, Centre Head,
GEF Pune.

Thyagu and Ankita presenting
to the deeply engrossed
audience

Ankita, Pradeep, and Thyagu
with Mr. Ashank Desai,
Principal Founder & Chairman,
Mastek, and Mr. Jalander
Satpute, Lead CSR, Mastek
Foundation
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A GRAND MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA

FOR FUND-RAISING

GEF organised a charity musical show on the 10" of January 2026 at the Fine
Arts Society, Chembur, with the objective of raising funds to support our
growing scale of activities under both - Adolescent Development Program
(ADP) at the school level, and Holistic Higher Education (HHE) at the college
level.

The show, themed “Bollywood Retro”, was headlined by renowned playback
singer Poornima (Sushma Shrestha), along with a line-up of other popular
artists and musicians who kept the audience enthralled for over 3 hours. A
video created by our distinguished supporter Mr. Anil Somaiya, highlighting
GEF work and impact was also played on this occasion. The highlight of the
evening was an extremely touching and inspiring speech by GEF alumnus Ms.
Amruta Raut, who spoke of her own experiences as a GEF student, and the
difference that it had made to her life. A souvenir was also published to
commemorate the event.

The entire planning and execution of the program was managed by our senior
Managing Committee Member, Mr. Thyagarajan Palani (Thyagu), ably
supported by the entire GEF team of volunteers, students and alumni. As a first
of its kind initiative for us, the experience and learnings from this event have
provided us with a framework and confidence to organize more such fund-
raising events in future.
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A GIRISH SETIA Presentation

GEF alumnus Amruta Raut speaks about her inspiring journey

The singers in full flow during the concert
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TAP CHARITY LAPTOP PROGRAM

TAP Charity has been a valued supporter of Guruji Education Foundation in
multiple ways for many years. They have been providing financial support as
well as mentoring and teaching support, in line with their strategy of providing
time, treasure, and talent to different developmental organisations.

This year they added another leaf by providing 13 high-end laptops, which are
now being used by our beneficiaries. The initiative was spearheaded Mr Prasana
Iyengar, Mr Kunal Shah, and Mr. Sachin Thatte from TAP, and Mr Milind
Nikte and Mr Richard Washington from GEF. Ms. Arpita Desai coordinated
the initiative.
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WINTER SCRATCH DAY 2026

With over 1300 students participating online, the Winter SCRATCH Festival
held by Guruji Education Foundation (GEF) was proof of the Foundation’s
success in implementation of technology driven learning and problem solving
among school children

Prof. Vivek Datar, Nuclear Physicist, former Raja Ramanna Fellow and former
Project Director, INO, alongwith Mr. Prashant Nori, an alumnus of the
prestigious Harvard Graduate School of Education, Creative Head at
Wayground, Ed-tech innovator and former team member of SCRATCH
Foundation were the chief guests for the online event held on February 14,
2026.

Appreciating the efforts of rural and semi-urban schools in adopting digital
learning platforms, Prof. Datar encouraged students to use SCRATCH not only
as a coding platform but also as a tool for creative thinking and structured
problem solving. He spoke about how creativity combined with logic developed
confidence in young learners and emphasised the importance of platforms like
SCRATCH which empower students to become creators, and not just
consumers of technology.

Prof. Vivek Datar answering questions from the ever curious school students

Mr. Prashant Nori motivated the students to experiment, iterate and improve
upon their ideas in the various projects they developed using SCRATCH. He
explained how platforms like Wayground support learner-centric, interactive
education and encouraged students to think beyond marks and focus on

problem-solving . Building products that truly serve students was another
challenge, he added.
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Mr Prasanth Nori sharing his insights with the students

Four competitions were held as part of the festival namely: The SCRATCH
projects, Hackathon, Quiz and Essay writing. A panel discussion in which the
finalists of the Essay competition participated was the highlight of the online
event. The shortlisted projects that were built using SCRATCH platform were
also screened during the event to encourage and motivate the students.

The entire programme was anchored by Ms Anvita Ghadge, Ms Nandini
Ghadge -both students of Borgaon High School, Borgaon (Satara); Ms Aradhya
Nikam and Ms Divya Pawar -both students of Adarsh Vidyalaya, Jaipur
(Satara). GEF student Ms Krishnamai Thite introduced GEF. GEF student
Pandurang Jadhav from Shri Guru Gobind Singhji Institute of Engineering &
Technology (SGGSIE&T), Nanded, managed the live streaming and recording
of the entire session. GEF supporters Mrs Kavita Kadam and Mrs Vaijayanti
Deogekar played an active role in essay evaluation, interviews and panel
discussions.

The entire programme which was conceived and managed by our Scratch
Program Coordinator, Mr. Saurabh Raut, was an excellent example of
creativity, technology, problem-solving and team-work all put together.
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Kai. Y. D. Patil Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Tandulwadi (Jalgaon)

> Team: Soham A. Patil, Lalit D. Patil, Dharshana D. Patil
=
V PMS RCSM Vidyalaya, Rabale (Navi Mumbai)
(__:[] Team: Shreyas L. Suryavanshi, Pratik V. Annapure, Yash B. Lad
PMS RCSM Vidyalaya, Rabale (Navi Mumbai)
Team: Tanushree N. Taware, Shraddha R. Gaikwad, Sambodhi D. Gajghate
~

Innovative Approach Award

Kai. Y. D. Patil Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Tandulwadi (Jalgaon)
Team: Rita B. Patil, Samruddhi Y. Hire, Vaishnavi R. Patil

<4
{‘- >
7. ;
< “%
@
. e



: @} N | - .
. Seratch Projects

Senior Category - Winners

L
" 4 Hi Pragat Vidya Mandir, Ramgad (Sindhudurg)
@ Team: Abha J. Hazare, Puja S. Ghagh, Gauri N. Ghadigaonkar
. i)
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V Borgaon High School, Borgaon (Satara)
g, ” Team: Anvita R. Ghadge, Nandini G. Ghadge, Sakshi P. Adagale

Pant Maharaj Adarsh Vidya Mandir, Balekundri (Belgaum),
Karnataka

Team: Shashank Mirajkar, Shivanand Kittur, Mamata Pujari

Best Idea Award

SSGMMS, Vadakoor (Thanjavur), Tamil Nadu
Team: Lakshanya R J, Kaashini A, Prethisha S, Oviyan S

Best Storytelling Award
Tulshidas Jadhav Prashala, Vairag (Solapur)
Team: Santosh D. Satpute, Pranav V. Deshmukh, Yash B. Aware, Shritej B. Shinde, Akash R. Devkar
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Scratch Projects

Super Senior Category - Winners

V Pragat Vidya Mandir, Ramgad (Sindhudurg)

F ! Team: Nupur L. Tari, Bhakti V. Hatle, Manavi V. Ghadigaonkar

<

Kai. Y. D. Patil Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Tandulwadi (Jalgaon)
;"‘_:!"'g Team: Nandini R. Mahajan, Akshara A. Patil, Komal A. Patil

Sri Sri Gnan Mandir Matriculation School, Vadakkur (Thanjavur),
Tamil Nadu

e<

Team: Arihanghini K, Sharvesh V A, Sri Vartha C, Varunavi V, Aadhavan V



Essay Writing

Junior Category - Winners

Samruddhi S. Kapase, Tulsidas Jadhav Prashala, Vairag (Solapur)

<

i\;

Khushi M. Karangutkar, Shivdav Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Shivdav
(Sindhudurg)

€<

P. Samivarsh, Sri Sri Gnan Mandir Matriculation, Vadakkur
(Thanjavur), Tamil Nadu)

AND

Deekshitha, Shri Subramanyeshwar Study Center, Chintamani,
Karnataka

Senior Category - Winners

Bhakti N. Parab, Pragat Vidyamandir, Ramgad (Sindhudurg)

<

g.

V Sonal Salunkhe, Pant Maharaj Adarsh Vidya Mandir, Balekundri
b (Belgaum), Karnataka

Soham Jadhav, Madhyamik Vidyalay, Vijaynagar, Kapurgaon (Sangli)
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Quiz

Junior Category - Winners

v Z.P. School, Devwadi (Sangli)
@

Team: Amruta V. Khot, Swarali S. Khot

V Shri Subramanyeshwar Study Center, Chintamani, Karnataka
[/-‘_.. Team: Deekshitha, Chetan, Malavika

Z.P. School Najik Pangari (Jalna)

Team: Dhanush Pawar, Vaishnavi Pawar, Aradhya Pawar

Senior Category - Winners

v Jalgaon Highschool, Jalgaon

Team: Anushka K. Jadhav, Kanksha K. Jadhav

V Z.P. School Najik Pangari (Jalna)

| ;) Team: Rupali Pawar, Sarthak Raut, Kalyani Pawar

3

Shri Vitthalrao Govindrao Nikam (Guruji) Madhyamik School,
Ambheri (Satara)

Team: Shivraj D. Roman, Bhagyshri
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Hackathon

Junior Category - Winners

v Not awarded - as no team could fully complete the solution

v Sri Sri Gnan Mandir Matriculation School, Vadakkur (Thanjavur),
" Tamil Nadu
Ggi Team: Vidhya M, Prethisha S, Devana

PM Shri Shahu Maharaj Vidhyalaya, Rabale (Navi Mumbai)

Team: Yash B. Lad, Avishkar D. Kakanate, Sambodhi D. Gajaghate

Senior Category - Winners

v Not awarded - as no team could fully complete the solution

i

v Pragat Vidya Mandir, Ramgad (Sindhudurg):
Ggi Team: Vishvajit N. Jikamade, Gandhav U. Gaonkar, Puja S. Ghagh, Gauri N. Ghadigaokar

3

Kai Yadav Dagadu Patil Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Tandulwadi
(Jalgaon)
Team: Akshara A. Patil, Nandini R. Mahajan, Komal A. Patil
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FELICITATION BY THANE VAIBHAV

Thane Vaibhav, a leading - — AW e sam
. i wrmiten v it _ =
local Marathi newspaper, s mms: mm
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had run a series “Sewa St S s
Connect” last year, which
featured NGOs doing
commendable work and
making a difference. GEF
was one among the 50  EEESEtEgt=
featured NGOs. i e
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As part of their Golden Jubilee celebrations (having recently completed 50
years of publication), Thane Vaibhav had organised a function to publicly
felicitate all the NGOs featured in “Sewa Connect”.

amida
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GEF team - Mr. Nandoo Hatalkar (3" from L), Mr. Sunil Patil (4" from L), Mr. Sanket Boyar (5™
from R), Ms. Nishtha Dalvi (4" from R), Mrs. Sandhya Waychal (3™ from R) - receiving the
commemorative plaque. Dr. Khushbu Taori-Modi (extreme R), who researched and wrote about
GEF, along with other dignitaries from Thane Vaibhav are also seen in the photo
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THANE - MUMBAI ANNUAL DAY

GEF Mumbai & Thane Centre celebrated its Annual Day on the 11w of January
2026 at [IT-Bombay, with 75+ attendees participating in the event.

Mr. Dilip Sarangdhar, Technical Director, SeaTech Solutions, and Mr. Gopesh
Modi, Founder & Chairman, Nvest Solution, were the Chief Guests for the
event, and shared their personal & professional experiences with the students.
Mr. Sarangdhar underlined the importance of being a good human being for
leading a fulfilling life and achieving professional success. He spoke about how
genuine care and concern helps build authentic connections that are critical for
both personal and professional success. He also provided interesting insights
into the novel field of naval architecture, and spoke about recent innovations in
the field.

GURUJI EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Mr. Dilip Sarangdhar being interviewed by GEF students, Nishtha Dalvi and
Soumya Shukla
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Mr. Gopesh Modi spoke about being resilient in ones professional life, and the
importance of having conviction in ones decisions in the face of setbacks. He
encouraged students to take up entrepreneurship, by speaking about his life

experiences and his decision-making philosophy as an entrepreneur.

A Yoga session conducted by Ms. Sadhana Patil, a talk by GEF alumnus Amruta
Raut on her GEF experience, a song performance by Hemant & Shraddha

Golatkar, and engaging games conducted by Mr. Sunil Dodeja, were among the

highlights of the day.
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Mr. Gopesh Modi being welcomed by GEF students Atul Kshirsagar and Samiksha Sadaye

As usual, the Annual Day was completely planned and organized by a team of
GEF students and alumni, including Praful Tembe, Neeraj Kumbhar, Rajat

Pujari, Shruti Malankar, Nishtha Dalvi, Soumya Shukla, Sanika Aeer, Rekha
Arde, Shravani Jadhav, Atul Kshirsagar, Samiksha Sadaye, and Arpana Jadhav,
under the able guidance of mentors Ms. Kavita Kadam, Dr. Vaijayanti Deogekar

and Dr. Lalita Deshpande.

The Annual Day provided a great platform for the students to network with
other students and alumni, and also with the community of GEF mentors and

supporters. It was also an opportunity for the students to showcase their
talents, and draw inspiration from distinguished personalities.
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NAGPUR + WARDHA ANNUAL DAY

GEF - Nagpur and Wardha Centre celebrated its Annual Day on 1 February
2026 at Dnyanda School, Satefal, near Hinganghat. The event brought
together nearly 200 school students, GEF students, parents, mentors,
alumni, and supporters, reflecting a year of learning, growth, achievements,
and strong community bonding.

The program began with an icebreaking and networking activity conducted
by Shivsharan Mashalkar, a GEF student, which served as an engaging warm-
up before the formal proceedings. This was followed by a dignified lamp-
lighting ceremony symbolizing hope, knowledge and new beginnings. The
soulful GEF welcome and theme song, performed by GEF and Dnyanda
students, beautifully captured the foundation’s journey. Juhi Barai (GEF
student) presented an introduction to GEF, highlighting its mission,
initiatives, and impact on students’ lives.

A key highlight of the event was the interview of the Chief Guest, Shri
Madhukar Uplenchwar, Founder of Vidyarthi Sahayak Samiti (VSS), Varora,
conducted by GEF students Sakshi Pawar and Rutvik Ladhi. Shri Uplenchwar
emphasized the importance of discipline, value-based education, and social
responsibility. The first half also featured a theme dance on environmental
awareness by Vidyarthi Sahayak Samiti students. Another inspiring moment
was the interaction with Niraj Kumbhar and Rajat Pujari, GEF alumni from
Mumbai, who shared their professional journey and long association with
GEF.
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Sakshi Pawar and Rutivik Ladhi conducting the interactive session with Shri Madhukar

Uplenchwar, Founder, VSS, Varora (Centre), along with Shri Lucky Khilosiya, Jt Secretary, VSS,

Varora (2nd from left) and Shri Gajanan Lonbale, Secretary, VSS, Varora (extreme left)
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The second half began with a traditional dance on Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, setting a patriotic tone. A special address was delivered by Shri Harish
Ethape, President of Adhyayan Bharti, Vidarbha, and Director of Children
Theatre Academy, Vidarbha. In an interactive session conducted by GEF
students Anuja Vaidya and Komal Hore, Shri Ethape offered valuable guidance
on education, personality development, and social awareness. This was
followed by a graceful poetic presentation by Rupal Walchale, and a talk on
Social media by Parth Sharma, both GEF students. An interesting guessing
game conducted by Rutvik Ladhi, with active participation of all students,
brought forth the exceptional talent of GEF students. In a motivating and
emotionally moving session, Swanand Buwa (GEF alumnus) and Mohini
Pachrutkar (GEF student) shared their experiences, which further enriched the
event. This was followed by a vibrant dance performance by Komal Hore.
Finally Dr. Pradeep Waychal Sir, who could not attend the event in person,
joined online to address the students. The event concluded with a vote of
thanks and a sense of fulfillment, leaving everyone with cherished memories
and renewed motivation.

A scene from the theme dance on Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj

The successful execution of the Annual Day was made possible by the
dedicated efforts of all GEF students, alumni, volunteers and supporters.
Special mention for the efforts of the event anchors - Shital Yekhande, Parth
Sharma, Shweta Torotkar, and Kiran Dhote, and GEF alumni - Shubham
Lingayat, Harshal There, Swanand Buva, Rajat Pujari, and Niraj Kumbbhar.



Special thanks also due to the management and staff of Dnyanda School,
especially Shri Lucky Khilosiya, who made this event possible. And finally
sincere gratitude to our mentors Shri Mohan Varadpande Sir, Vinod Thakre
Sir, and Dr. Lalita Deshpande ma’am for their unwavering guidance .

The team behind the event, with the guests

PUNE ANNUAL DAY

Cyber Security, Social Welfare, and Artificial intelligence were the highlights of
the GEF Pune Annual Day, held on February 8, 2026. The inspiring event was
held at the Anantrao Pawar College of Engineering, Shahu Campus, Parvati,
Pune and was attended by over 75 GEF supporters, mentors, alumni and
students. Dr. Sanjay Shinde, Retired IGP, Mrs Veena Gokhale, Social worker,
and Mr Shantnoo Patil, Head of Programme Management KOKO Networks,
were the chief guests who graced the occasion.

Dr. Sanjay Shinde shared his journey from the time he joined the police forces,
his experiences of dealing with organised crime during his Mumbai posting and
most importantly he spoke about the threat of cyber frauds. He spoke about
how citizens could stay alert and prevent becoming victims of such crimes. He
also addressed the queries posed by the audience regarding cyber security.
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Dr. Sanjay Shinde, retired IGP makes a point during his interaction which was moderated by GEF
students Prachi Tari and Janhavi Botalji

Mrs. Veena Gokhale, who is known for her philanthropic work, spoke about
her role as a co-ordinator between deserving social organisations and
prospective donors for the upliftment of the society. Her experiences of
overcoming her personal setbacks to pursue social work were particularly

Inspiring.
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GEF students Janhavi Gundawar and Akanksha Karve interviewing Ms. Veena Gokhale
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Mr. Shantanoo Patil held an interesting interactive session on Artificial
Intelligence which was well received by the audience.

Mr. Shantanoo Patil during his session on Artificial Intelligence

A dance performance by Ms. Shravani Deshmukh and a Quiz conducted by Mr.
Pranav Nikam and Mr. Niraj Kumbhar were other interesting events of the day.
The Annual Day event was effectively anchored by Ms. Vaibhavi Bavkar, Mr.
Sandesh Tayade, Mr. Vishal Nikam, and Mr. Pratik Khot.

The success of the Annual Day was a combined effort of the GEF supporters,
alumni and students. Mr. Avinash Surve, Ms. Jyoti Sulakhe, Mr. Sarang Sulakhe
and Mr Saurabh Raut were the mentors who guided the students in organising
the programme. Mr. Pranav Nikam and Ms. Sakshi Sabnis were the heads of
the student management team. Mr. Niraj Kumbhar, Ms. Gayatri Jadhav and Mr.
Rajat Pujari were actively involved in the alumni management. Student Ms.
Siddhi Manjrekar and alumnus Ms Dhanashri Bhovar were the school student
coordinators. The entire photography for the event was done by GEF alumnus
Ms. Gayatri Phatak.
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NANDED ANNUAL DAY

“Failures come along and make you stronger as you move forward on your
path to success,” these motivational words were spoken by Mr. Shashanth
Gowda, Indian Police Service probationer, Nanded, at the Annual Day held on
March 7, 2026. The purpose of the GEF annual days is to provide motivation
and inspiration to the beneficiaries so that they are rightly guided on their

’

career paths.

Alongwith Mr. Shashanth Gowda, Dr. Vishwadhar Deshmukh, Professor of
Marathi at Yashwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded, and Mr. Pralobh Kulkarni,
Principal of Zilla Parishad School, Pennur were the chief guests. The interaction
with the chief guests was interestingly conducted by the students who
interviewed the guests who shared their experiences and learnings.

Mr. Shashanth Gowda shared his journey which included instances of
conquering failures, before entering the Indian Police Service. He also informed
about the advancement in his field and the use of technology in improving
work efficiency. Dr. Vishwadhar Deshmukh, who has completed his Ph.D in
Comparative Literature/Translation Studies/ Adaptation Studies spoke about
the teachings of Lord Buddha. He highlighted the difference between a Guru
and the modern, ‘Sir’. He also shared many examples of successful people and
their journeys.

L1 L L —

GEF students Omkar Rasal and Shital Bhadre welcoming Shri Shashanth Gowda
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Prof. Pralobh Kulkarni also spoke about his experiences and also about the
importance of technology in shaping the development of the students. He also
explained the role of GEF and the SCRATCH programme in the holistic
development of students.

The programme was interspersed with several other interesting events such as
the Power Point Presentation on GEF by Priti Sanghai, Poetry recitation by
Tanvi Pawase, Ice-breaking and Networking activities conducted by GEF
students Dnyaneshwar Haral, Rushikesh Deshmukh, and Ram Shrikanthe.

Krushna Bhule and Nikita Bhavar introduced the guests. Omkar Rasal and
Shital Bhadre interviewed Mr Shashanth Gowda, while Aliya Sheikh and Sujata
Chavan interviewed Mr. Pralobh Kulkarni. Interesting games were conducted
by Dimple Mangrulkar, Shaurya Deshmukh, and Ayush Kadale. The entire
programme was effectively anchored by Ms. Diksha Vhadade and Ms. Durga
Khire.

One for keeps ... a group photo of the participants and organizers with GEF mentors, chief guests,
and dignitaries from SGGSIE & T

GEF students and alumni who played a major role in the organisation and
successful execution of the Annual Day included Ritesh Gonde, Bhakti
Suryawanshi, Shreya Nandgaonkar, Harish Wakde, Vaibhav Chavan, Amit
Adsul, Ram Shrikanthe, Digambar Wagholikar, Nishikant Kamble, Rajat Pujari,
and Niraj Kumbhar.

Dr. Lalita Deshpande and Mr. Dilip Chhatre provided constant support,
mentorship and encouragement to the students in putting forward an excellent
show.
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TULJAPUR ANNUAL DAY

Guruji Education Foundation, Tuljapur held its Annual Event on 18th January
2026 at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Tuljapur, with enthusiastic
participation by students from TISS, students and teachers from Mitr Vidyalay,
faculty members, and supporters of the foundation. Prof. Ramesh Jare, Former
Campus Director and Dean of TISS, and Mr. Yuraj Nale, a Marathwada
historian, were the Chief Guests for the event.

In his inspiring interview which was conducted by Payal Tembhurnikar and
Prashant Londhe, Prof. Ramesh Jare, shared his life story of childhood
struggles, and the many challenges thereafter. He explained how education and
hard work helped him become the Campus Director of TISS, and very
impactfully underlined the importance of patience, effort, and dedication.

Guruji Educatidon

Foundation

Prof. Ramesh Jare shares his life story in discussion with our interviewers Payal Tembhurnikar
and Pankaj Londhe

Mr. Yuraj Nale spoke about his educational journey, love for reading, writings
on the Marathwada Liberation Movement, his acceptance of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s thoughts, his work related to historical heritage, and his methods
of stress management. This interview was conducted by Mayur Devpare and
Anjali Waghchoure.
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Guruji Education
Foundation

Arayal

Mr. Yuvraj Nale being interviewed by Mayur Devpare and Anjali Waghcoure

TISS counsellor Ms. Sumita Bhadrige conducted a special session themed “New
Year Reflection: Group Artwork”, where the students reflected on the previous
year and expressed what they wanted to leave behind, what they wanted to
keep, and what they wished to grow in the new year through drawings and
words. The students also participated in a creative activity “Our Picture, Our
Dream”, where they drew their dreams and future goals. These activities
provided a great platform for the students to display their imagination and
creativity with confidence.

Creativity in action! A view of the participants deeply immersed in the activity
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Other highlights of the day included an enthusiatic and energetic dance
performance by students from Mitr Vidyalay, a song on Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj by Tanvi Satpute, and a dance set to old Marathi songs by the TISS
students.

Starting with a joyful dance performance by Omprakash Patel, a few ice-
breaking and networking activities, Saraswati Pujan, GEF theme song, GEF
introduction by Krishnamai Thite, games conducted by Prashant Londhe, to the
closing of the event with Pasaydan and a Vote of Thanks - the whole day was
full of learning, joy, creativity, and inspiration. The event, very ably anchored by
Payal Latelwar and Omprakash Patel, helped students build confidence,
understand life values, and connect with people from different backgrounds.

Thanks to the combined efforts of everyone involved, the Tuljapur Annual Day
was memorable, inspiring, and a grand success. The well-organized program
was entirely planned and managed by the students, with guidance from
Nishikant Kamble, Dr. Lalita Deshpande, and GEF alumni Niraj Kumbhar and
Rajat Pujari.
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A group photo to keep the memories alive
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SAMBHAJINAGAR ANNUAL DAY

GEF Sambhajinagar Annual Day held at Government College of Engineering,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar on 28 March 2026 was a huge success, and a highly
enriching and memorable experience for all who attended.

Mr. Ankush Nakhate, State Tax Officer and Mr. Nitin Kousadikar, Retired
ACP, were the Chief Guests for the event. Mr. Bhagwan Sadawarte, who runs
“Bina Chhatachi Shaala” (a school without a roof) for street children, and
children of daily wage labourers, had also been invited as a Chief Guest, but
had to unfortunately leave due to an emergency.

In his interview conducted by Akshara and Nandini Mahajan from Kai. Yadav
Dagdu Patil Secondary School, Tandulwadi, Mr. Nakhate highlighted the
importance of discipline in staying focused on ones goals, managing time
effectively, and achieving success in life. Mr. Nitin Kousadikar’s interview was
conducted by Sarthak Thakare and Ganeshwari Dholke. He spoke about how
staying calm and cool in life helps in making better decisions and handling
challenges effectively.

Mr. Ankush Nakhate, State Tax

e . . . Officer, addressing the audience
Mr. Nitin Kousadikar, Retired ACP, being

welcomed by Ganeshwari Dholke

The day started with a welcome song by Gauri Ingale, networking activities
conducted by Shravani Sarode, and an introduction to GEF by Renuka Kachre.
Among the highlights were a musical performance by Amar Somvanshi and
Gauri Ingale, both music students, who happen to be visually impaired, and a
Ganesh vandana dance performed by Komal Patil, a school student from
Tandulwadi. A zumba dance session was conducted by Bhagyashree Bahirat,
Shravani Sarode and students from our Tandulwadi school.
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Prem Petkar, Shravani Sarode, and Sujay Kadve shared their experiences of
practising Yoga. Shravani Sarode, Sarthak Thakre, and Pranav Malave also
conducted some very interesting games that kept the participants charged
through the day. The day ended with Pasayadan sung by Gauri Ingale. GEF
students Sujay Kadve, Shubhangi Bobade, and Pranav Malave were the anchors
who kept everyone engaged throughout the event.

The event was thoughtfully planned and well executed entirely by the students,
with mentorship and support from Manish Burande, Vaibhav Bansode, Niraj
Kumbhar, Rajat Pujari, Nishikant Kamble, Kavita Kadam, Dr. Lalita Deshpande,
and Dr. Dilip Bhave. Thanks are also due to Swapnil Nikam and Ghanshyam
Varade who enabled the participation of Tandulwadi School students.

A group photo of the participants and organizers with the dignitaries
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JOY OF LERRNING

ARPANA JADHAV
GEF SUPPORTER & MENTOR

Ever wondered why many parents of students in almost all schools complain
that their children were great in studies till primary school and slowly their
performance declined. They stop taking homework seriously, their exam
results are on the decline and going to school doesn’t feel exciting anymore.

[t all starts when a child returns home with a report card with great
marks....the teachers praise the child, parents are extremely happy and are
proudly announcing that their child has scored well. The underlying message
the child gets....marks make parents and teachers happy. The focus in homes
and classrooms has clearly shifted from learning to marks.

[ often wondered as a school student how my mother who had passed her
matriculation examination and later even her graduation with a second division,
had her history and geography facts on her finger tips while I struggled to
memorise them. She could perfectly explain the system of wind flows, the time
differences, the ocean currents without a glance at the textbook. And here we
are, despite scoring high marks, we tend to forget what we studied last year.

Our previous generations clearly focused on learning rather than studying for
marks. When a student starts reading a lesson, the idea should be to start
understanding the wonders of the world we live in. What makes the world go
round, how History has shaped today’s world, how Science helps in developing
our surroundings, the importance of solving mathematical problems, the
beauty in Art and Literature......
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In lower classes, when the concepts are of a very basic level, children thrive,
but in higher classes, the explanation of the concepts suffers due to restricted
time tables. Also students thinking and pondering about a topic too takes a back
seat as frequent exams and the stress to score high kills the wonders of
learning.

Students can take upon themselves the responsibility to find joy and fulfilment
in education. Just observing and asking questions about small things that
happen around us is enough to arouse curiosity. Instead of just using a mobile
phone, trying to find how you can instantly connect to someone miles away can
open doors to immense knowledge. If a topic in the classroom seems difficult,
discuss it with classmates and teachers during lunch time or free periods.
Solving a difficult maths problem can be looked at as a challenging game rather
than an irritating exercise.

Small shifts in our conversations can help in shifting the focus from marks to
learning. Explaining why the topic is important in today’s world arouses the
students’ interest in learning. Also, with Google, enthusiastic students will learn
more about any subject than they would in a class with limited time. Also,
parents instead of getting worried and scolding children every time for scoring
less can try to find what the children are unable to learn and grasp. Once the
interest in learning and understanding is developed, marks will automatically
follow.

Small changes in schools and homes can truly make education bring joy rather
than stress to the students.
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We invited a few school teachers to share their views

51



THE NEED FOR POSITIVE GHANGE
IN SGHOOLS

SANDEEP SINGH RAJPUT
TEACHER, RAMAKRISHNA SARADA NIKETAN SCHOOL,
LEPA PUNARVAS, DIST. KHARGONE, MAHDYA PRADESH

/

A school is not only a place for studying, but also the place where a child’s
future, personality, and thinking are shaped. In today’s time, giving only book
knowledge is not enough. Schools must also help students become mentally,
technically, emotionally, and socially strong.

First of all, there should be a strong and healthy relationship between teachers
and students. When teachers act not only as educators but also as guides,
motivators, and friends, students feel comfortable sharing their problems,
questions, and ideas. This creates a better learning environment and increases
students’ confidence. If teachers recognize students not only by marks but also
by their efforts and abilities, learning becomes more meaningful.

Technical knowledge is also very important in modern education. Students
should be connected with smart boards, computers, the internet, digital
learning, and practical education so that they do not remain limited to
memorizing lessons. They should understand concepts clearly and be able to
answer every question with confidence. This prepares them for future
challenges.

Mental and emotional development is equally important. Many students fall
behind because of academic pressure, fear, or lack of confidence. Schools
should provide motivation, open communication, sports, art, group discussions,
and life skill activities so that students become emotionally strong as well. A
good student should not only be intelligent but also sensitive and empathetic.

An ideal school is one where education is combined with values, technology
with sensitivity, and discipline with care. If such positive changes come in
schools, students will not only become good learners but also good human
beings.
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MY ROLE AS A TEACHER IN ONLINE EDUCATION

MAHADEV P PAWAR
TEACHER, PRAGAT VIDYAMANDIR, RAMGAD, DIST. SINDHUDURG

In today’s technological era, education is no longer limited to traditional
classrooms. Through the internet, students can learn anytime and from
anywhere. This method of learning is known as online education, which has
become extremely important today. In this system, the role of a teacher is
somewhat different from traditional teaching; a teacher is not just a provider of
information, but also a guide, motivator, communicator, and facilitator of
technology.

1. Role of a Teacher as a Guide

In online education, the most important role of a teacher is to guide students.
The teacher helps students understand how to effectively use the educational
resources available on the internet. For example, guiding them to use
appropriate e-books, educational videos, and online learning portals. The
teacher clears students’ doubts, directs them in their studies, and helps them
stay on the right learning path.

As a guide, the teacher not only imparts knowledge but also encourages
independent learning. Since each student learns at a different pace in online
education, giving individual attention becomes essential.

2. Role of a Teacher as a Communicator

Communication is crucial in online learning. Teachers interact with students
through emails, video calls, chat platforms, and discussion forums. Through
this interaction, teachers understand students’ difficulties and provide proper
guidance.

As a communicator, the teacher’s role is not just to convey information but also
to build positive interaction. When students feel comfortable asking questions
and expressing their opinions, and receive timely responses, the learning
process becomes more effective.

3. Role of a Teacher as a Motivator and Encourager

In online education, motivating students is very important. Unlike traditional
classrooms where the teacher is physically present, in online settings students
may get easily distracted.
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Teachers encourage students, build their confidence, and inspire them to learn
regularly. They may use online quizzes, project-based learning, digital badges,
or certificates of appreciation to keep students engaged and motivated. This not
only encourages learning but also develops self-motivation among students.

4. Role of a Teacher as a Technology Facilitator

In online education, it is essential for teachers to have knowledge of
technology. They wuse various online platforms, e-learning tools, video
conferencing apps, and educational software. For example, platforms like
Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft Teams, or Moodle are used to conduct classes,
assess students, and plan lessons. As a facilitator, the teacher also helps
students learn how to use these tools and improves their digital skills.

5. Role of a Teacher as an Evaluator

Another important responsibility of a teacher in online education is evaluation.
Teachers assess students based on exams, projects, online quizzes, participation
in discussions, and assignments.

Evaluation is not limited to giving marks; it also involves understanding
students’ learning levels, progress, weaknesses, and areas that need
improvement. Based on this, teachers provide feedback and guide future
learning.

6. Role of a Teacher as an Academic Guide

In online education, teachers need to adopt a scientific and thoughtful
approach. They consider students’ psychological, social, and academic needs
while planning teaching methods. For instance, some students learn better
through visual aids, while others prefer reading and writing. Teachers adjust
their methods accordingly, ensuring better learning outcomes.

7. Role of a Teacher as a Coordinator

Coordination is another key aspect of online teaching. Teachers stay connected
with students, parents, co-teachers, academic advisors, and institutions. They
inform parents about students’ progress, obtain necessary resources from
institutions, and collaborate with other teachers for curriculum planning. As a
coordinator, the teacher becomes the central link in the entire educational
process.
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8. Role of a Teacher in Promoting Creativity

In online education, fostering creativity and innovation is essential. Teachers
assign projects, encourage discussions, and provide problem-solving and
creative tasks. This helps students not only retain information but also develop
critical thinking, analytical skills, and creativity. Teachers encourage students to
think independently and experiment, which is vital for future success.

9. Role of a Teacher in Teaching Life Skills

Online education also involves teaching life skills along with academic
knowledge. Students learn time management, self-discipline, problem-solving,
digital literacy, and social responsibility. Teachers also emphasize the
importance of positive thinking, teamwork, communication skills, and decision-
making, helping in overall personality development.

10. Role of a Teacher as a Lifelong Learner

In online education, teachers themselves must continue learning. They need to
stay updated with new teaching methods, digital tools, and educational trends.
A teacher who keeps learning becomes more effective and serves as an
inspiration for students. By adopting new techniques and improving
continuously, teachers enhance the overall learning experience.

Conclusion

The role of a teacher in online education is broader, more complex, and more
responsible than in traditional teaching. A teacher acts as a guide, motivator,
communicator, technology facilitator, evaluator, coordinator, promoter of
creativity, and life skills educator.

Through these roles, students not only gain academic knowledge but also
develop into independent, creative, confident, and responsible individuals.
Effective communication, active teacher involvement, encouragement, and
proper use of technology together make online education truly impactful.

In online education, a teacher is not just an information provider but a mentor,
motivator, and supporter who plays a crucial role in shaping students’ bright
futures.
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SGHOOL EDUGATION IN
RURAL AREAS

SWAPNIL RAVINDRA NIKAM
PRINCIPAL, KAI. YADAV DAGDU PATIL SECONDARY
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SCHOOL, TANDULWADI, BHADGAON, DISTRICT JALGAON
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SGHOOL EDUCATION IN RURAL RREAS

SWAPNIL RAVINDRA NIKAM
PRINCIPAL, KAI. YADAV DAGDU PATIL SECONDARY SCHOOL, TANDULWADI, BHADGAON,
DISTRICT JALGAON

Today, schools in rural areas are increasingly influenced by the trend of
English-medium education. However, overcoming this challenge, teachers like
Vare Guruji have recently made Marathi schools stand out on a global level. We
too can work in a similar way. How? By ensuring that the maximum number of
students from our school appear for the Navodaya exam in Grade 5 and the
NMMS exam in Grade 8. If we conduct one hour of guidance classes daily
before school begins and provide them with detailed preparation and
information, then 100% of our students can succeed and become eligible for
scholarships. This will enhance both the school’s reputation and the students’
recognition.

Additionally, by effectively using the Mathematics and Language kits provided
by the government, we can teach based on constructivist methods. This helps
improve students’ conceptual understanding and overall quality of learning.

School Development

For the development of schools, from the academic year 2024-25, under the
Government of Maharashtra’s School Quality and Assurance Framework
(SQAF), schools can achieve an A+ grade through self-assessment and external
evaluation by a third-party committee. This framework includes five domains
and 127 standards, out of which each school must fulfill at least 116 standards.

After self-assessment, an external evaluation is conducted. If the school scores
more than 90%, it is awarded an A+ grade, indicating high-quality work. With
this recognition, we can confidently inform parents and students in our area
that our school has achieved an A+ grade and encourage them to enroll their
children. We should assure them that we will work with full dedication to
develop quality among students.

If we work accordingly, we will not face difficulties in student admissions. Also,
if there are absent students, teachers should visit their homes every Monday—
either before or after school—to understand and resolve their problems
sincerely. This helps maintain coordination among teachers, parents, and
students, improves quality, and reduces dropout rates.
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Improving Student Quality

Various NGOs in the state work for school students. For example, Guruji
Education Foundation, Mumbai, provides free Scratch coding education,
spoken English online sessions, and mathematics guidance classes. By
collaborating with such organizations, we can further enhance students’
knowledge and quality.

Physical Facilities and Digital Availability

In the year 2023-24, the Government of Maharashtra launched the “Chief
Minister’s My School, Beautiful School” campaign under the Bharat Ratna Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar Ideal School initiative. So far, three phases have been
completed. If schools participate effectively, they can win prizes ranging from
the taluka level to the state level, worth lakhs of rupees.

These funds can be used to improve physical infrastructure and digital
resources. For example, I work as the headmaster at Late Yadav Dagdu Patil
Secondary School, Tandulwadi, Taluka Bhadgaon, District Jalgaon. In this
campaign, our school secured first place at the taluka level in the first phase
and won a prize of ¥3 lakh. In the second phase, we again secured first place at
the district level in the private management group and won 11 lakh.

Through this, we enhanced school facilities, beautified classrooms, and
provided useful resources for students, which also improved the school’s
reputation.

Therefore, I firmly believe: Consistency + Hard Work = Guaranteed Success.

And finally, we can proudly say: “What’s the best in the world? Our Marathi
school is the best!”
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For the very first time, we organized a
drawing competition to provide a platform
for our school students to exhibit their
talent. We had two categories of entries:

e Juniors (5" to 7" standard)

e Seniors (8" to 10" standard)

The entries truly reflected a wide range of
creativity and expression, and our judges
had a hard time arriving at the most
deserving winners. Here they are!

JUNIORS
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Poster inviting entries
for the Competition

1" Samruddhi Yogesh Hire, 7" Std, Kai Yadav Dagdu Patil Madhyamik Vidyalay,

Tandulwadi, Dist. Jalgaon

2" Purva Gurudas Jikamade, 7" Std, Pragat Vidyamandir, Ramgad, Dist.

Sindhudurg

3" Manjiri Ganesh Jadhav, 7" Std, Janata Vidyamandir, Trimbak, Dist. Sindhudurg

SENIORS

1 Nirja Sanjay Parab, 10" Std, Pragat Vidyamandir, Ramgad, Dist. Sindhudurg
Joint 2™ Suyash Machchindra Mohite, 9" Std, Vasantrao Patil Vidyamandir,

Manjarde, Dist. Sangli

Joint 2™ Nupur Laxmikant Tari, 8" Std, Pragat Vidyamandir, Ramgad, Dist.

Sindhudurg

We present here the winning entries from the Juniors category.
The winners from the Seniors category will be published in the

next issue of Disha.
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Samruddhi Yogesh Hire
7" Std, Kai Yadav Dagdu Patil Madhyamik Vidyalay,
Tandulwadi, Dist. Jalgaon

Purva Gurudas Jikamade
7" Std, Pragat Vidyamandir, Ramgad, Dist. Sindhudurg
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Manjiri Ganesh Jadhav
7" Std, Janata Vidyamandir, Trimbak, Dist. Sindhudurg
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Amar Somvanshi a student of BA (Music) at New Arts
and Science College, Ahmednagar, won the 1% prize at
the Maharashtra state level essay-writing and braille-
reading competions organized by the National
Federation of the Blind, Maharashtra (NFBM). He also
participated in the poetry-reading competition
organized by NFBM.

Amar has also passed his Tabla, Harmonium, and Vocal
exams securing A grades.

Sakshi Sabnis, was a part of the ILS Law College team that
won the 12" Kashibai Navale National Moot Court
Competition, organised by Sinhgad Law College, Pune.
Sakshi is currently in the 3™ year of her Integrated BA+LLB
program at ILS Law College, Pune.

Shital Yekhande was a member of the team BlueBytes that
presented an IoT-based Urban Circular Groundwater
Monitoring System, and secured the runners-up position
at the India-Israel Hackathon organized by GH Raisoni
University, Saikheda with support from the Israeli
Consulate, Mumbai.

Shital is a 2™ year student of BTech (Cybersecurity) at GH
Raisoni College of Engineering, Nagpur.

Tanmay Pradhan, Final Year student of Electrical
Engineering at Shri Guru Gobind Singhji Institute of
Engineering & Technology (SGGSIT&E), Nanded, has
secured placement as a Graduate Engineer Trainee at
Toyo Engineering India.

68



Anuj Tale was the Team Lead of a 3-member team which
stood 5™ in the eYantra Robotics Competion (EYRC) held at
[IT-Bombay. With 544 teams, including from IITs and NITs,
participating from all over India, it is a highly creditable
achievement.

Anuj is currently a 2" Year BTech (Electronics &
Telecommunication) student at Shri Guru Gobing Singhji
Institute of Engineering & Technology (SGGSIE&T),
Nanded.

Chess at college-level.

Harish Wakde a 2™ Year BTech (Instrumentation) student
at Shri Guru Gobing Singhji Institute of Engineering &
Technology (SGGSIE&T), Nanded, was a member of the
college team which won the Volleyball tournament organized
as a part of Zenith-2026, a Maharashtra state level Inter-
collegiate sports event organized by SGGSIE&T.

antra

Pranav Malave, 2™ Year BTech (Mech), Govt College of
Engineering, Chh. Sambhajinagar, was part of a 2-member
team that was 1* in Mecathon, a project modeling event at
a national-level Tech Fest organized by his college. He was
also a member of teams that stood 3™ in the CAD Clash
and Bridge-It events at the same Tech Fest. His teams also
won the 1% prize in Shobhayatra, a college-level project
modeling competition, and Mech O Quiz, a department-
level quiz competition. Pranav was also the runners-up in







Kalyan Garde, has successfully completed his MA
(Education) from Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai.

Kalyan also presented a paper titled “Nurturing
Sankalpshakti i.e., Power of Resolution through
Varsharambha and Varshant Upasana”, at the National
Conference on '"Integrating Indigenous Knowledge
System with Modern Education: An Interdisciplinary
perspective", organized by Goa University.

As a GEF student, Kalyan had earlier done his BE
(Mechanical) from Sinhagad College of Engineering,
Vadgaon. He is now working as a teacher at Jnana
Prabodhini, Pune. Kalyan is also an Art of Living
teacher, and is eligible to conduct and teach Pranayam
(Sudarshan kriya) and Guided Meditation

Kajal Sonawane recently got promoted as Assistant Vice
President at JP Morgan Chase. She was also recognized
with the Avenues Excellence award for her outstanding
contribution to automation as part of the Payments
Technology, Production Management -  Issues
Management team.

Kajal had graduated in 2019 with a BTech in Computer
Engineering from Vivekanand Education Society’s
Institute of Technology (VESIT), Mumbai.
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Jayshree Mestry participated in and successfully
completed the Gram Samvad Cycle Yatra (from 30 January
to 12 February 2026), covering 2 states—Maharashtra and
Gujarat. The Yatra was a large-scale social awareness
initiative for promoting the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, and
bringing positive change in society. It involved traveling
through 5 districts and conducting various social programs
in around 25 villages, while passing through nearly 80
villages in total.

Jayshree has completed her BCom as a GEF student, and is
currently pursuing a Diploma in “Sustainable Rural
Reconstruction in Gandhian Perspective” at Gandhi
Research Foundation, Jalgaon.

Anuradha Kapase.who is working as a Design Engineer
at Tata Technologies, was recognized as “Champion of
the Month”.

Anuradha is an alumnus of Government College of
Engineering, Chh. Sambhajinagar, having completed her
BTech in Electrical Engineering in 2023.
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Wewouldlove to hear your TeamDisha
feedback on thisissue of Abhijest Waghchaure

Disha Arpana Jadhav

Bhagyashri Bahirat
Molika Sharma

Shubham Lingayat
Vidyut Navelkar

Write to the Team Disha at
disha@gurujifoundation.in

To donate

Please visit: https://www.gurujifoundation.in/donations

Donations to GEF are Income Tax exempt under Section 80G in India and
501C3in USA

To volunteer

Please visit: https://www.gurujifoundation.in/volunteers

Contact GEF

Regd. Office: 177 GANADHISH, Veer Head Office: B 1902, Jasmine Towers,
Savarkar Society, Sahakarnagar-2, Pune Vasantvihar, Thane West - 400 610
-411 030

Phone: +91 98204 31482 www.gurujifoundation.in

E-mail: info@gurujifoundation.in
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